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Press Release 

IFAT spin-off: IE expo China in April 2020 

China massively promotes recycling economy 

 Strong government stimulus package for more recycling 

 Good demand forecasts for many environmental technology solutions 

 An important market for international enterprises already today 

 

In waste management, China wants to move away from landfilling and 

rapidly towards a modern circular economy. And the country starts from a 

comparatively low level. "At an estimated 20 to 30 percent, China's 

recycling rate is three to four times lower than Germany's," explains 

Markus Delfs, an expert from the China office of Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH.  

 

To date, the informal sector has played an important role in the People's 

Republic. But after China’s ban on waste imports, the sector, for example, has 

withdrawn from plastic recycling. "There is a need for new solutions," says Delfs. 

"International companies are already active in technologies such as the 

separation of mixed plastic waste or the chemical treatment of old plastic. 

 

Since 2019: strict recycling law in Shanghai 

The collection and separation of household waste in China's metropolises is 

currently developing at an almost galloping pace. Shanghai is regarded as a 

pioneer here: since July 2019, all private and commercial waste has had to be 

separated—into the categories “recyclable”, “wet waste”, “dry waste” and 

“hazardous waste.” Together with a comprehensive control system and heavy 

fines, this recycling law is considered one of the strictest in the world. According 

to the Chinese Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, separation 

systems for household waste are planned to be introduced in 46 major cities by 
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the end of 2020. To this end, RMB 21.3 billion—currently around USD 3 billion—

are to be invested in the construction of waste disposal facilities alone. 

 

Rising opportunities for high-end recycling and sorting technologies 

"In addition to the treatment of domestic, commercial and hazardous waste, I see 

increasing opportunities in China for technologies for e-waste treatment, 

including battery recycling and end-of-life solutions for vehicles," says Florian 

Werthmann, Managing Director of Ecologicon, a management consultancy 

based in Reichenberg/Germany that specializes in waste management and 

circular economy. According to Chinese industry experts, there is also an 

increased interest in optical and digitally supported sorting systems as well as 

flue gas cleaning solutions for the country's growing thermal utilization. 

 

Promising investment environment for international suppliers 

The Middle Kingdom is an important buyer market for the international 

environmental technology sector. "According to a survey among our member 

companies, China is in a strong third place in the export statistics of German 

waste and recycling technologies," says Karl Rottnick. The consultant for 

technology and markets in the Waste and Recycling Association of the German 

Engineering Federation (VDMA) continues: "Compared to the same period of the 

previous year, exports of the corresponding plant and machinery to China rose 

by another 1.5 percent to a substantial 5.5 percent in 2018. Only the EU member 

states and North America are buying more of the industry's products." And GIZ 

expert Markus Delfs predicts: "Although there are still systemic barriers to waste 

collection and treatment in the Chinese recycling sector, the investment 

environment for foreign technologies is expected to be promising." 

 

IE expo China as major industry platform  

IE expo China will soon offer the opportunity to introduce products and services 

to the market. The next edition of Asia's largest environmental technology fair 

will be held in Shanghai from April 21 to 23, 2020. The show focuses on water 

and wastewater treatment, waste management, remediation, air pollution control 

and air purification. IE expo is a spin-off of IFAT in Munich/Germany, the World’s 
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Leading Trade Fair for Water, Sewage, Waste and Raw Materials Management, 

and is supported by a top-class technical/scientific conference program. 

Conversely, China is strongly represented at the leading trade fair in Munich. In 

terms of exhibitors and visitors, China is now among the top five countries.  

 

 

 

Recycling:  
Shanghai has 
one of the 
strictest laws 
in the world 

 

IE expo China in 
Shanghai: 
international hub 
for environmental 
technologies in 
April 2020 

 

More information at www.ie-expo.com.  

 
About IE expo China  
IE expo China—presented by IFAT—is Asia’s Leading Trade Fair for Environmental Technology: 
Solutions for Water, Waste, Air and Soil. The organizer of the event is Messe Muenchen 
Zhongmao Co., Ltd.—a joint venture by Messe München Shanghai Co. Ltd. and Shanghai ZM 
International Exhibition Co. Ltd. Spanning 150,000 square meters of exhibitions space, the 2019 
edition of IE expo China 2019 attracted 2,047 exhibitors and 73,097 visitors from 58 countries and 
regions. The next event will take place from April 21 to 23, 2020 at the Shanghai New International 
Expo Centre (SNIEC). With IE expo Guangzhou and IE expo Chengdu there are also two regional 
editions of the trade fair, focusing on the markets in South and West China. 

IFAT worldwide 
Messe München not only demonstrates its considerable expertise in organizing environmental 
technology trade shows with the world’s leading trade fair IFAT. Other international events include 
IE expo China in Shanghai, IE expo Chengdu in Chengdu, IE expo Guangzhou in Guangzhou, 
IFAT Africa in Johannesburg, IFAT Eurasia in Istanbul and IFAT India in Mumbai. Additionally, 
IFAT is a strategic partner of FENASAN and Waste Expo Brasil in Brazil. Together, the IFAT 
events form the world’s leading network for environmental technologies.  
 
Messe München 
Messe München is one of the leading exhibition organizers worldwide with more than 50 of its own 
trade shows for capital goods, consumer goods and new technologies. Every year, a total of over 
50,000 exhibitors and around three million visitors take part in more than 200 events at the 
exhibition center in Munich, at the ICM – Internationales Congress Center München and the MOC 
Veranstaltungscenter München as well as abroad. Together with its subsidiary companies, Messe 
München organizes trade shows in China, India, Brazil, Russia, Turkey, South Africa, Nigeria, 
Vietnam and Iran. With a network of associated companies in Europe, Asia, Africa and South 
America as well as around 70 representations abroad for over 100 countries, Messe München has 
a global presence. 
 

http://www.ie-expo.com/

